Da DAY 
A rd 4 C 


, ” _— 
| oy 


= 
- 


—_— — ——— 


—_ 


—_— — _ 


- 


> - . 
-v la ” . i | 3% 4 . G 
G ” : 4 L Tx”. . , \ eb is $ "X \ « " " > 


SS) 


\.: % k o ' \ d ; 
* . # | - . & s » w 4 % h , , 
PR. #. oo ony $3 Y Þ- + EY.f 40 Þ v {-t # \ 
w VS 4 64 + vs # . # - & * o " * 
—_e 427 VS WM © 1 4 | 

*\1\ \ ' Va 


oy \ \ | : - 
. 
«« * | p 


To the Reader. 


© Reader, 
His Sermon was preathed at Shaduel Chappel tt « 
the Weſt iding of Yorkſhire, June18, 1665. bee 

ng the Lords day where ſeveral times before at the ye. 

queſt of the Inhabitants (the place being vacant) the 


Author had beſtowed his pains , when the Sermon was 
finiſhed in the forenoon, ſeverall Bailiffs upon colour of # 


warrant from three of his Majeſties Juſtices of the peace 
nin ear ime to time 
to apprehend all perſons r19touſly, ſeditiouſly, and tmpu- 
dently aſſembled at any unlawful Conventicle or Meet- 
ing, did Apprehend five and twenty of the hearers , and 
brought us before the aforeſaid Juſtices, who-upon the AR 
made by this Parliament to prevent and ſuppreſs ſeditt< 
ous Conventicies, committed us ta the Gaol for two 
Months and three weeks ; we not beeng- conſerovs to our 
ſetter if anythe Teaft feartious deſign or prattice againſt 
the King or his government , and deſirous likewiſe to 
clear our innocencyto the World, have printed the 8 er- 
man, as it was taken in ſhort-hand by ſome of us without 
any addition , alteration or correizon by the Authour, 
which we-did purpoſely wave, that the matter might ap- 
pear in greater ſimplicity and plataneſs; we not Tooking 
13 | 04 


#7 it 4s any ence, to be at the publick war |; of God, 
0a publick ay in a publick place x if rg Fw 
Pot a licenſe to preach as we hear ſince 38 or" +; Jeb 
conceive that did not belong to'ns to examine.” I” 
deſign thou ſeeſt then of making this Sermon publick 
7s our own Vindication from the 1mputation of Sedition 
and fafttion, which effe# we doubt not but it will have 
among all ſober and peaceable-minded menzand if it af- 
ford thee any hints for the good of thy foul, that additio- 
nal advantage muſt be ſet upon the account of free grace, 
to which head we muſt likewiſe refer the benefit we have 
received by ſuffering in ſo good a cauſe; Farewel, 
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Behold whit manner of Lite uh! 
| Father bath beflowed- upon as 
-. that we ſhould be called the Chil- 
' dren of God; T herefere the World 
 knowesh #s not, becanſe: it know: 
bim not. 


He Dodtrine which, ſeveral ti times hark 
been infifted upon , is this. 

DoFr. That believers or right Chriſti- 
ans, are the Children of God, I have 
' - Upon gther occaſions ſpoken large fly.t3 £5, 

this DoQrinez and ſhewed what-it. is to 
Children of God; And what the ſpecial Privke 
ledges of the Children of God are. I named Six. 
Firſt , Freedom or. Liberty. Secondly , Honour 
or Dignity. Thirdly, nftruQion. Fourthly , 
Corre&ion, Fitthly , Maintenance; and Sixthly , 
Inheritu:;c. I ſhewed you fromthe Goſpel whas 
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this inheritance i was ,and Lan {ome entrance apon 
the Application, 

Firff enly rh 
ares brats 


D % = a oy thoſe that have many Lord- 
JL Pofihan - but thoſe thatare betty A 
of Cs rs with Chriſt. frow- 
{oever Aer » in _ —_— _ rruly it wil ro 
ken tog much, nor 1ndeed any thing be 
& care and rightReaſon.' ro fay , Th ray 
arebuetew thay are greatheirs in\.the, Worli that 
are are eogpe icine of God; Not-many-VViſt Goth wy man 
Cs The; The Poor rye hr the Gof| boy ach? 
no them: | It is porfa r: riot . $a-. 
BY d.likewiſe the A oltle Sedan Ir) oe 
Enmirty and "Difference thitt is bawineaheviche of 
this World and the Riches of another. | 
They ſeldom agree together, God hath thoſen the 
Poor in bro World, Richin Faith : _ Poor in 
this World and Richin Faith | 
pats me in mind what Mt:Ht Dn ED, | 
ta this arpete; ſp ultra "ul 
— {ant it weng nn te 2M 
eft, and tire would comets Amerte iN 


4k Gad was tnakingw Gofpel.i 
A be Ring rheir Val th pe ” it! 


"Thi ſhall Religitn fo aid fir I - 
Theyhave War Hugs fo Folpe ven Mi Wes. | 79 
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] Fo 7 LION *2 ei nf 294134 
11:21) My Gpa/ aoft prepare for:them dbveys1- rr - 

B Jn pes the tr Golld amayy, | |; 

For Gold aud Grace could never yet Agree, 

Religion always fides with Poverty. | 
- ;This anſwers that:ofthe Golpel y.the. Poor in 
this World ,Rich in Faith : Bur theniSecondly, - 
. Kſe. 2. This lers us ſee why thoſe that had-anin< 
tereſt in this Inherirance, were ſo'little concernd a- 
bout the Workd. "They have ſoapnch ia theirhope, 
thar they.:reckon. lele: of whar:they have or might 
have. If they had been mindful of the.Country from 
whence they came they might -have had Opporru- 
nity.to Return. "The people of Godare "3". 
be:of the'VV orld:They are'came out of ir;Godihagh 
calcd-thcih ourof it;/buridithey were mindfull:of 
Ty World from __ they _ they might 

Ye tunity of Rethrning thicher and petring 
ahe Ho Lombans and; Artainitg the Dightry. 
Poffeſſions thar others haye- - 'i11 197 if, cl 
-2. Now they deſire a better Count 1s, ati 

heavenly : Regard noryour ſtuff, for all the good 
of the Land:of Egypt is before you':: As: for the  Al- 
des; ſet not thy on; themy far on whom is the 
Melt in tho kingdom; hey do rabies tins minds 
p” in the:Ktngdonmyhey oo cob ſes theig ami 
upon the Ades; they fire! of: 4hrahams rhinde to 
Lot , Let there be no ſtrife herween meand thee; It 
-thou wilt take-the Right b4nd;L will eakethe:Letr; 
-andif chou wihtake'the Liefthand, I-will: take the 
:Righr. Thoſc.chat woke ofthe: Protaiſc, they: arc 


either 


| (4) 
either for the Right hand or the Left, in the World: 
where will-henor-be- contented to fit , that knows 
vw h re-oneday he muft fit »He will-not much ſtrive 
' for place thar knows any thing of Gods-Right . hand, 
he will never ſtrive auch; for. pleaſures hete thar 
knows of pleaſures hercafter, 
But we' come to afeventh uſe, That ſince there. 
is ſuch an iherirance of the Saints , we ſhould be 
provoked:to all Care & diligence ro make it ours : 
.This: uſe is ſeaſonable, and levrhis bethe end of our 
'Mecting this day, to.ger as near heaven as we . can, 
1What > {ſo goodanimheritance' as you have heard, 
-and (hall we be foſlack abour it  VVharfaid Caleb 
upon hearing the words. of the {pyes that went 
.to; the Land of Canaan? Num. 12..27,130. "Let! 4 
go: «pat. * once. and: Paſſeſi. it. They had-affirmed 


neys&c... 1217 997: UG NCT 4 
Bur it ma PR How may we get Hea- 


ven, I-ſhall ſpend ſome time in Anſwertkng1to 
this .If you would be-pattakers of'this- - 
tance;/then, 1.4 I2232QU £12 }» | 127101 .£ 

- Firſt, Endeavour'to clear up your 'belicf of it; 
Itis not fornorhing the Apd6file ſaith, that all mien 
haveinot faith, -It-is not: for nothing-our. Saviour 
faith ; VV hen the. Sdn:of Man comes; ſhall he ' find 
faithoni the earth 2 -Nay there is-nwch of :unbeleif 
amongſtthoſe that are behievers :::Labour' there- 
fore to get a greater knowledge of the! truth and 


certainty ofthe Goſpel : For all;.nwſt: 1 
this ic Itiis nor furalaibiig, that- one wr, Sram 
why St. Luke: writes » bus Goſpel, it Was this: 


Luke, 


3) 

Luke. 1: + That thou q/ hy? have the tertaints 
o theſe things wherein "they bf. beew inftratied 
Well Therefore. labour .to be. acquainted with 
the Laſt Article of your Creed, Life Everlaſting : 
with the truth ofir. When we readin Heb. 3. 12, 
to. the end of the 4. &c. that they could not. enter 
in becauſe of unbelicf; how ſhould this make us 
tremble and take heed, leſt a promiſe being made 
of entring into reſt, any of us (honld come.ſhort of 
it by an evil heart of unbelief, &c.Surely if we had a 
reater and mote firm belief of Heaven, we ſhould 
much altered creatures : we ſhould not love-the 
World ſa much, nor fear the World fonwch; we 
hould not be fo backward in area 5" ſtrained 
in Duty : all procceds from unbelicf: How attive 
are the men of the World! their grounds of certain- 
ty-are not ſo great as the Truths. of 'the. Golpel : 
cording to our faith, ſo will our Love be, and ac+ 
cording to.our Love, ſo will our working be: when 
we ſpeak of the Glory of Heaven and of the Inheri- 
tance of the Saints, itis to be feared that, many are 
ready to think concerning us, as they {aid ;concern- 
ing Ezeltel ,.O Lord, they fay of me, Dothhe' not 
ſpeak Parables > They complained and faid chat h 
ke Parables ; ſo when we are ſpeaking of the 
Glory of Heaven and of Life Everlaſting , do nor 
many think that we ate ipraking Parables and Pa- 
radoxes 7” pretty Alluſions and. Conceits'to paſs a- 


—y 


ys. the time; or that we { peak figuranyely or Hy- 
per 


perbolically > Therefore there is great need. that 
our thoughts ſhould run much upon the truch of rhe 
Goſpel; doubtleſs the ſame ſpirit ghaz..was in D#- 

| - wy EE | wes 
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Kt e many now ily [65s that conceit *of his 
5 


rhat if &ne came from the dead, they world belteye; 
ſoifa EIS came from heaven & told us ofthe 
joys of that place and what he ſaw, then'we would 


believe; but ſee what a grear deceit of the hearr 


this is: Firſt Our Saviour tells us, They have 240-, 


fes and the Prophets, and if they believe northem, 
neither would rhey believe, though one came from. 
the dead : Oh ! Conſider this. | 
But then Secondly, this is a great deceit of the 
heart : Conſiderfrom this thar this 1s to be wiſer 
then God : as if he had not provided the beſt 
Means of Faith that conld bedeviſed : either, God 
is not ſo wiſe as he ſhould be, or hath nor ' thar 
«voy ,orelſc he would provide the beſt Means: 
en a 
"Thirdly, Thoſe that fay If one came from the 
Dead, they would believe - They ſpeak dayl 
with them that. have been there : Jeſus Chri 
knew better. becanſe he - was putchaſer of 
this Inhericance ) what this Inheritance is ; we 
ate ſpeaking dayly with him, and he. rclIs us fre- 
ently what a place irts'in rhe Goſpel, and there- 
: wn we do ipeak' with one that came from the 
Fourthly, There is grearer Reafon that we ſhould 
believe Moſes and the Prophets, Chriſt and the A- 
poſtles.,then' one raifed from the dead , becauſe 
there ate more Reaſonable exceptions againſt one 
coming -from the dead then there can be againſt 
Chriſt and the Goſpel ; for there might much be 
faid apainſt one that pretends to come from: 


E235 


c 

8 
} 
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dead ; 


- ” 
"A; 
Fd * 


| CT) 
dead : He niuſt bring his Letters Pattents with himy 
he muſt bring his tſhon with him : he muſt 
bring Evidence with him thathe comes from God ; 
elſe we. ought to RejeR himas one 'of Satans An- 
gels and Meſlengers. | | 

Fitrthly , Conſider this, that the word of God 
is: preferred before the voice of an Angel from 
Heaven ' contradiQting . of it, and that is. more 
then a Ghoſt from the dead, Gal. 1. $:. 

Sixthly , The word of God is- preferr'd before 
the voice of God from Heaven; we have a more ſure 
word of Propheſie; the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt is 
morerhen the voice of God, which taid This is #y 
beloved Son in whom I am well pleaſed : The Go- 
{pel is a more ſure word then the votce of God fro, 
Heaven. 

. Seventhly , Conſider with me the two great con- 


firmations of Divine Teſtimony for the grounding 
of you; and for the ſtrengrhning of your belief as rc 
the truth of the Goſpel, Ir will be very ſeaſonablc 
to ſpeakto the two deat evidences and Confirmati- 


ons .of the truth of Divine Teſtimonies ( to wit } 
The Spirir eTropnety and the Power of Miracles. 
Though I might mentton many grounds of the truth 
ofthe Goſpel;yet I take theſe two to be the chict ; 
(to wit) The Spirit of Propheſie, and rhe Power of 
Miracles, And Jeſus Chrifthad both: God furniſhed 
Jeſus Chriſt with both theſegthereby ro Confirm 
and make Evident the truth of that Do@tine which 
he was to preach in the World : The two cleareſt 
Evidences of the Truth are the Spirir of Propheſfic 
and thc power of Miracles, Firſt of all, The Spi-- 

aig 


(8) 
rit of Propheſie: I ſhall ſhow, Firſt, Whar iris; 
and then Secondly ;/That Chriſt had this: ſpirit of 
Propheſie: and Thirdly , how 11t comes to "paſs __ 
that it is a Confirmation of the Goſpel, Firſt 
What itis; There are three branches of a ſpirit o 
Propheſie : Firſt, 

The Forerelling.or Predidtion of Future Events 
that arc out of the reach of Created underſtanding; 
and ſo the foretelling (Firſt of all) of things thac 
depend upon the Series of Natural Cauſes , or Se- 
condly, bh foretelling of things which are within 
the reach of Devils to foretell; or Thirdly., The 
Foretelling of ſuch things : as fall our Catually 
true ; but have no certain ground of PrediQion : 
Thele do not fall within the compals of the Spirit 
of Propheſiez But then, 

Secondly, Thoſe things fall within the compals 
of the Spirit of Propheſice or Divine Revelation, 
(for that is the proper Notion of a Prophet (ſc+l.) 
Divine Revelation) ſuch things as are certainly 
known by one man, and cannot be known by ano- 
ther, ſuch as ate-the knowledge of things that 
are done at a. diſtance : and the knowledge of 
the .thoughts of another Mans heart , and then 
Thirdly, 

Matters of Faith that do exceed the reach of Hu- 
mane. Apprehecnſion or Comprehenſion, do belon 
to the Spirit of Propheſie : Thus you ſce what be- 
longs.to a Spirit of Prophefic ; now Jeſus Chriſt 
had all theſe. Firſt, | 

As to his forctelling of things to come ; This 
the Gofpel is.full of ., thar Jetus Chriſt forerold 


Judy 


de deraping of him and: as he foretold, fo it 
came to. pats :/'and the DeſtruQtion of Feraſalem ; 
many things that he forctold in the Goſpel, 
P=- to paſs and, are coming to pals daily. And 
Secondly, 
For thoſe ty that-.are known to .one and 


not to Another 5; Jcſus Chriſt knew the thoughts 
of another mans: heart. He knew his encmies 
hearts, his Diſciples hearts , and he knew what 
was doing before it was done. But Thirdly,, 

For matter. of Faith, Jeſus Chriſt was a Teacher 
that camefrom God; the Incarnation of the Son of 
Gad-,; the union of the two natures , the death of 
Chriſt, thele are diſcoveries that can be made by 
none bur-God , and theſe things Chriſt diſcove- 
red :- Thus you ſee that Jeſus Chril had a Spiri* 
of Prophefic :} But then Thirdly , 

That this-Spirir of Propheſie was given to Chriſt 
to. be a- confirmation. of the Docrine: which he 
® ſhould deliver ra the World ce theſe places; John 
; 13,18, ;He that cats bread mith ane, hath: lift up his 
1 heel agarpſt me : - Chriſt foretells-- that Judas. ſhould 
4 betray him ;' This was-a very unlikely thing : for 
it was obſerved thathe was the Grwardetind cry of 
the/Apoſtles-: he was ſo forward'that every. one of 
the Apoſtles tid'ſay, Mr.'s 81, rather then1s it he; 
they.tuſpeRed themſelves: ſooner. then he : now 
ſays Chrift,I tell you before, that'when it comes to 
' paſs, you may believe that 7 aws he : : Chriſt fore- 

, ** rells things. to come, that-when they.come to pals 
we'might believe ehathe was the A/ias ;, and truly 
the' thihgs. that, come to': paſs) in; the Chriſtian 
World, 


| (06) 
World,they ſeem tolook with'an evilatpeupoi 
the Church and people-of God : now thete =. 
ſhould. be ſo far 'fromdiſcouraging ofus,or'from 
weakning our belief of the Goſpel, that they ſhould 
be a confirmation becauſe they are come to pals : 
- weihould believe chat Chrilt is he. ' Bron Es 

The Second place is Foh». 14. 29. ſaith hey. Ard 

ow I have told you before it come to paſy, that when it 
& come to paſ{ you might believe. 1 will tend the 
Comforter, and I have told- you this before, that 
when it comes to paſs you might believe: Well 
now , Hath Jeſus ſent you a Comforter 7 he isas 

oodas his word : and here is a confirmation of 

x Truth of the Goſpel: ſo rhat the coming to 
paſs of thoſe things whichre forctold in- the-Go- 
ipel, is'a confirmation of thei Goſpel, ' Therefore 
bclieve it becauſe he is no other but God -thar' hath 
diſcovered it : Thus you ſee the Spirit of / Prophe- 
fie or the foretelling of things that are withour the 
reachof created underſtandings is an A nt 'of 
Diviniry; and he that -comes: farniſhe with ſuch a 
Commuſion , wemay believe what he fayes..' 

Secondly, For the power of Miracles; concern- 

ing which Tſhallſhew , Firſt, whar ir is. A Miracle 
1s a produttion of ſomerhing out of nothing : which 
cannot be done-by lefle then - God': For 'none brit 
God can create. or alret <hv& Courſe of Nattire:'Tt is 
a Mr. Stillizg- Fleet ſaid, a bringing of ſomerhing 
out of nothing; & thar-citheritthe thing ir (elf we 
camor-beprodae'd bs 
the dead : or 'elſcabringing'ſomeching out of No. - 
thine 10 themanner. of doings which may be done 


by 


d dy ſecond Cauſes, as raifing of 


| a , 
by Sedond cauſes;but yer is done without the help 
of Second cauſes,as Curing Diſeaſes with a t 
of the hem of a Garment, or with a word ſpeaking. 
Thus you ſee whart a Miracle is. 

Secondly , Obſerve that God never alters the 
courſe of Nature, but for ſome {ſpecial end. The 
power of Miracles is not ordinary ; for God never 
alters the courſe of Nature, but tor ſome ſpecial 
end. 

Thirdly, The chief end of the power of Mira- 
cles, is b the Confirmation of ome truth that 


God would have the world to know. | 
Fourthly, That God willnort give this power 
of Miracles to any that will abuſe it, for the confir- 
ming ofa lye. 
Fikhly, That Jeſus Chriſt had truly this powe« 
of Miracles ; this cannot be denycd ; even his enec- 
mies would grant it, or elſe they had opportunity 


to confute him, 

Sixthly , That erue Miracles may be known 
from falie ones, becauſe Antichriſt comes with ly- 
ing words, 

Seventhly, Divines lay down rules to know truc 
Miracles from falte ones ; and I would have you 
take ſpecial notice of three eſpecially, 

Firſt of all, true Miracles they always bring evt- 
dence along with them that they are of the truth, 
and they leave no difptite but.that they are true ; 
thcy leave nodoubr upon the Spirit, 

Secondly, True Miracles arc for the confirmarti- 
on of a Divine teſtimonygend they do .nor- contra- 
di& a divine reſiimony already canfirm'd Sy true 

\., Ina- 
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Miraclesfor the moſt of the Doftrines which the Pa- 
piits hold againſt us ,' they have confirni'd them by 
Mtracles ; but it is a'fign- they "are no true Mira- 
cles, becauſe they tend to kin a Dodtrine con- 
trary to the Dodtine which is: already confirmed 
by unqueſtionable Miracles, - Then 

Thirdly; True miracles oppole Satans Kingdom, 
thoſe that tend to the advancement of Satans King=- 
dom, are lying wonders : Then 

: Fourthly, I might add another ; that true mira- 

cles are commonly. mercies as well as miracles - 
Satans wonders tends to amarc, but not atall ro do 
any gocd ; but. Chriſts miracles were moſt of them 
mercies as well as wonders : Thus you may ſee 
what may be ſaid to the power of miracles, as be- 
ing a chief confirmation of divine teſtimony. 
_ and laſtly, the power of miracles in 
Chriſt was a confirmarion of the truth - of the Go- 
ſpel,and of his being the Meſias ; We know thou arr 
a Teacher come from God, becaufe no man can-do 
the miracles which thou doeſt except God be with 
him. Thus far we have gone, bur yet grant it in the 
Hypotheſis , that miracles are an evidence of the 
truth of divine teſtimony. Can we ſay in the Theſis 
that ſuch miracles are truly done > There is a three- 
fold argument for that, which I would have you 
take notice of. | 547 p54 

Firſt of all, the-Apoſtles they were eye-witnefles 
and could not be deceived ; nay, many that would 
have been glad of any opportunity to accuſe them ; 


yet it was never ſaid that any thing was falſlydoney - - 


Nay the Jews that were as cutiining; in finding out 
leceits 


(13) 
deceits that'way, would have been'gtad of any- acs 
cuſation ; if they had nor been” truly done, they 
would have found it out, | 
Secondly, the Apoliles they could not be decei. 
verszfor they had no m—_— to it; it was impoſs 
ſible thar if Chriſt-had not been riſen otherwiſe 
then by their ſtealing of him, (which was objected) 
when they had found that Chriſt had not been ſo 
ood as his word, they would rather have curſt him 
| then confeſt him: and if they preach Salvation by 
one that was nototherwile riſen; but by their ſteal- 
'D ing of him'z yet the world-would ti6t have had the 
faith to believe it ; yet we find that ſerious and in- 
uiſitive men,conteſt to be in their wits, did facri- 
| 'V ce rhcir ves upon their þeliefof Chriſts being 71+ 
«” | > ſcn, from the dead ; of which they had no other ailu- 
| rance bur the miracles which the-Apoſtles wrought 
and their reſtimony-; and theh- +; 1 1 + 
Thirdly, a third thing willelcar all ; That there 
is a certain way of canvcying the Copy of the Go- 
ſpel down to us, and rhat it :is impoſlible that ir 
ſhould be corrupted in any: of thote things which 
are of concernment to the Chriſtian: world z for 
there being Hereticks in aH ages that wreft the Scri- 
prure on purpole, it there had, beaniany; orruprion 
in the Copy.thty would have/derefttdicy as being 


glzd-of tuch an adyentage againſt-the: xrnevof 1t, 

Well then, let it not ſeem a diverſion that I: have 

ſpoken this to thoſe twoarguments afthe'trurh of 

= Goſpel, fat fince, if we:come rotaffer; all muſt 

hang upon this poiiity Lf the Gafpel belnorrue; we 

act undone for ever. a that findeth hs:life ſball loſe 
2 


its 


of (14) 
nd he that loſeth his life for myſakeſball find its 
ox and in other Scriptures, its Thich the Goſpel; 
and if this benot true we are undone for ever; and 
tus though the molt ſarisfaory convitionto us be 
the reſtimony of the ſpirit of God, yet ſince we are 
rational creatures, and God dealerh with us as ſuch, 
we ought to be furniſhed, and enabled, and ready 
to give arexſonof the hope that is in us. For Rell- 
ion is reaſonable z and though the matter of the 
Goſpel be above reafon, and not a_ of being 
demonſtrated from the _ thenrfelves ; as how 
can itbe proved by reaſon that there can be a refur- 
' reMon, wr there canbe Three Perſons in One 2 and 
many other Do&rines of the Golpel ; yerl ſay it 
:04y be demonſtrated that ir-is a - reaſonable rhing 
e- bclieve {ach things,though they be above reaſon; 
and though we cannot have reaſon for the thin 
themſelves, yet there is reaſon yvhy vve ſhould be- 
lieve them, And I ſay ſince that it is not unuſual 
75ith Saran toaflault the beſt Chriſtians here about 
the belief of the Goſpel; andſceing the operarion of 
the ſpirit, and the feeling reſtimony of the ſpirir to 
the truth of the Scriptures,may not be always rea- 
dy ; therefore it is good to keep the out-works, to 
keep the Guard in the out-works, not to lie all the 
ſtreſs within, butto be fortified with arguments and 
reaſons :for the operations or vvorking of the VVill 
and the affeQions are more uncertain and more 
changeable then the ads of the underſtanding, ler us 
therefore always be furniſhed with arguments of 
reaſon to heip our feeling, to rub up our feeling,and ' 
to quicken us, The ſpicit is a ſpirit of underita.id- 


ings 
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ing ,. 4 ſpirit of Witdomand doth deal with rally * 
nl men by rational means ordinarily, Well, thet&#!;*. 


fore you-lce that we ought to be furniſhed with Arw!:; 
guments; and theſe are rwo that we may be furniſhed” 
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with : 1t Satan ſhould aflault us that vvay, vve may 
be ready to beat himy and Laſtly, 

Conſider, the Miracles which Chriſt wrought, 
arc not only a Confirmation of this Doftrine as 
they are 4 Convidion that he comes from God, 
and what he {ayes comes from God : but likewiſe 
in his Miracles. there is fomerhing Chriſtians may 
make ule of as a Motiye, and as an Argument to doe 
theſe Dutycs which thoie Miracles were brought 
to confirme z There is ſomething in the Miracle 
beſides rne Divine power which may be as a Mo- 
tive and -an argument to Chriſtians in their dur» <>» ; 
as thus, Jeſus Chriſt when they came to apprehend 
him, he with a word ſpeaking cauſed the officers 
to. fall. to the ground, ſaying, 1 am he. This my 
encourage us that Jeſus Chriftwill ſtand with us,. 
though not with a Miracle, yet by his. powcr ul 
preſence when we come to be apprehended. ſo He 
that will loſe his Life, ſhall ſave, it &c. Now we 
may be comforted that we ſhall ſave ours by !a- 
ſing of it; for he did ſo. He ſaved. his life by. lo- 
bng tt for our ſakes. , {o when we come to any 

oarine or Precept, get.a Miracle to back it and 
it will be of great ule to you z when you would 
be exhorted to the duty of Charity, let thar Mi- 
racle fo back it, how Chriſt fed 500. with five 
Loaves, and 2, ſmall fiſhes ; ſo get your charity 
ſtrengthened by a Miracle &c. 


, (16) 

But I'cannot ſtand upon this : theſe are the tyo 

; wy things for confirmation of the Docrinebf 
Goſpel : the ſpirit of Propheſy, and the power 
of Miracles. 

The Eight and laſt, for thole that ſceme to be at 
an uncertainty about Heaven : Conſider whether 
it be not worth the while to pur it -out of doubr 
whether there be ſuch a thing or no : For it is 
not 2 matter of ſuch {mall moment, whether ir be 
or no, 

But you that are not ſure, are you ſure there is 
no ſuch thing ? if therebea Heaven and a Hell, 
what caſe are we in, if wedo not look after the 
one, and avoid the other ? Surely it ſhould cauſe us 
to work out our Salvation with tear and trembling : 
If there be any ſuch thing,no diſigence is roo much; 
and if there be no ſuch thing, any diligence is too 
much : Let us not halt berween two Opinions, &c. 
Let there be no demurrs in our Spirits, bur let us 
be ſatisfied about it: 7 preſſe hara, laith the Apoſtle; 
I was once a perſccutor and earneſt againſt the Go- 
ſpcl, and I uſe the ſame violence in preaching the 
Goſpel that I uſed before in perſecuting ir : I per- 
ſecute : the word figniſies I preſſe and purſue, So 
run that ye may obtain : It is a diſhonour to the 
Joys of Heaven, to have half and faint attempts a- 
hour it. To conclude, Examine your ſclves and you 
will find thar all that ſluggiſhne\s in Duty , all that 
fearct11neſs rhat you are guilty of, proceeds mcerly 
from unbelicf; you are nor ſatisfied and perſwaded 
of the truth ofthe Goſpel of Chriſt; his 15 evident : 
- compare ir with your praftice : What pains a 
| © 


- 
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the Husbandman take for Corn upon the hopes of a 
Crop? "The Merchant he will venture and run ha- 
zards, We ought to run hazards for Heaven of 
which there is more certainty then can be of any 
thing. 

This is the Firſt thing that you muſt do for the 
gctring of Heaven,Be tatisfied of the truth of it thar 
there 15 {uch a thing. 

Secondly, When you arc (atisficd of the truth, 
endeavour to underſtand the nature of it from 
Scripture: Men take up falſe Notions concern- 
ing Heaven, and they look on it as a place free 
from trouble, and 1o defircirt.Oh 1 look upon Hea- 
ven as an holy place, free from fin, and that is the 
happineſs ofit : There are thouſands of men thar 
deſire heaven, who if they were there , it woulc 
be a burden to them: Heaven muſt be begun 
here, 
| Thirdly , ſtudy to know more your Diſtance by 
I Nature from heaven: You are not Go heirs, unleſs 

if it be heirs of wrath : No man ever got this Inhe- 

ritance that thought he deſerv'd it; no man ever got 

tobe inany place in heaven that did not think that 

he did deſerve to be in the loweſt place in hellzthey 

that think to have this Kingdom by their own good 

Nature,and not through the Fathers good will,they 

(hall never come at it. VWe come into the World 

quite contrary unto God, we are by Nature 

. haters of God, hated by God, ſtrangers and cnemi- 

es, and afar off, And 1ook what Heaven is, the dia- 

teris our nature;-and look what our natures 1s; 
ac-oppolite point 1s Heaven;we are dead, but _ 
p- ifs 


As 
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Life and Trumortality is with God in Heaven : we' 
are darkneſs, but there is amarveHous light : There 
is freedom, bur we ſerve divers luſts and pleaſures: 
There is the love of God, but we have carnal minds 
which is enmity unto God, Oh! you can never 
come at heaven, till you underſtand your diſtance 
from ir by nature; and then 

Fourthly & Laltly, be acquainted with thoſe ways 
8 means, ſteps & degreeyy which God makes uſe of 
to bring his Children to heaven,and ſo you may ob- 
ſerve, how you paſs from Egypt to Canaan,and how 
you proceed from one point unto another ; it is a 
long Marctr, and it 1s through the Wilderneſs, 
which is #redious, dark, and difficult, and ſolicary 
way; onely there 1s your beloved to lean on , there 
is a pillar of acloud, and a pillar of- fire : It may 
be you want water for many dayes,or you have the 
bitrer waters of ſorrow, and then God throws in a 
Tree, (to wit) the Croſs of . Chriſt which makes . 
them ſweet; ſometimes you want bread, and God 
gives you bread from Heaven ; and when you com- 
plain again for want of water , Hemakes it come 
out ofa Rock, to confute you unbelicf, ſearch the 
Goſpel and you will find by what ways and means, 
ſteps and agrees God brings his Children ro H 
yen: The Golpel tells us that itis by Revo 
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& faith in Chriſt; that is one deſcription of the way; | 

he rells us it is by dying untofin, and living unto : 
righteouſneſs : Ir is by Mortification, and SanQifi- -@ © 
cation;by putting off the old man,and putting on the #5" » 
new man; by crucifying the fleſh with the- atteQtions®--— 
and lu{ts,and putting on the Lora Jelus Chriſtz wy 
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by ealing ofthe frorks of darkoeoyand purchly a 
the drmour:of light ;Ic3s-by: defying a' mans; { 

nbrabogppace Croſs and following Chtiſt, de- 
nying finful telEand righteous ſelf, and being ready 
w/e noon natural (elf; It is Regeneration, and 
being born again z It is. 4 being transformed ; Iris 8 
retiewing;z.1t is a, change It 'is' a having.. Chriſt 
within us ; It is a having the ſpirit of Chri ſt within 
us z It is.a bringing forth the fruits of the ſpirit, and 
and not the fruits of the fleth : Divines have made 
fqur or five eps. Firſt, Illumination or knowledge, 
Secondly; ConviRtion of the filthineſs of our Na- 
rures, and of the weakneſs of them to do any thing. 
Thirdly, Humiliation or Evangelical ſorrow for 
fin : A ſorrow for ſin becauſe it hath wrong'd and 
envy'd Jeſus Chriſt,becaule ir hath Crucifyed bim, . 
then a diſcovery of the nevoſſirgs ſuteableneſs, and 
fulneſs of Jeſus Chriſt ; and then a breathing. afrer 


Jeſus Chriſt, and a longing after him, and xeloluti- 

ons to give up our ſelves -to him, to keep. nothing 

from hum, and to- bring noting © him.z\.to kcep 
| 


nothing from him {that 1s) no luſt, no ſin; to;bring 
nothing to him, no duty,” no righteouſneſs of our 
own. le things I might be large in, but I do no* 
intend a large diicuſſon of themz ſo much for that 
Ute to know how a man nay. get to. heaven; A 
Chriſtian by going theſe ſteps', may. know how 

he comes nearer to heaven, how: his: love increates 
ro the Father, and what Viftory he gets over the 
world, and overt himſelf, In the cight place, Is it ſo 
+ that Chriſtians have ſuch an Inheritance ? this may 
epcriwade the Children of God that are. rich in this 

WT, D | - wotld, 
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workd; 115|ihuloy ToineofFriir riches this'way, 25 
ttiay norenly ben cher-:God hath faadevr' fur; 
bitr likewiſe x means other things be anſwerable, = 
to: ſectrethattof the" true riches; bur howis. thar | 
donc?'the Apoſtletells ns:in *the firſt of Timothy 6, 'P 
19318: Ohwepurhove 844i ate v3th* in this world," that | 
_ bp bigh-minuev}, 867 #h4ſt i wncertain viches, f 
bt 1 Betroing Gold who giverh wi richly all things to 
eÞjoy; That they do good , that they be rich ingaad | 
works, read) to aifiribute, willing tocommunicate, y-2 | | 
."Hereate fourexprefivns; Why is the Apoſtle fo 
prelſing tn theſe four, burdteanſe the- duty is- of 
grextinecelfiry yand becault of mens backwardneſs 
to petform'1t? Iris a truth of much plainne(s, and 
therefore muſt nor be neglefted, | © + 
:' But»befbte) I :procced',- T (hall premiſe two 
thihgs by way of tion; +> wk 4+ be 
"Firſt; Tharl 46 nor fpeak'this'as if T thought- or 
believed you £& whom ain ſpeaking to be flack rais {| 
way z fot iaccordiug'to that, - 
"IM 8 ontbet wt Fark Unod jam facts fe monende 
, 107 bdar & hortubtomprobat aff fugt 1! © 
* He that 'dorth 'admenith a thitig” which 'a nwth 
petforms already, he-eommends him by thar- ad- 
mohittor;, ahd dorh approve of rhat which he dorh 
by that exh6rtarion'; 16 char ſich an exhortation ts 
#cotuttiendarioti: Aniditisa' truth of tiuch 'plain- 
neſs;thercfore if miſtbeſpoeken to ; there 15 much 
of a Chriltian, and much,of the Goſpel in it :Now 
for one part of a Chriſtians doing good, Chriſtian 
htngY [muſt o bo the af Miniſters of” 
the Goſpel;”This muſtbe ſpoken robecgule ir 1s a5 
ruth of 9s plainneſs,* and it is a Maxine vin 
* A : 


(a\malb/, as the:Gopipel,. 
rhe Gotpel, who.gradgrch.char rhe Goipch ſhould 
haye..a 1 (hare 4phia - Golpel was never gc- 
counted: a cliargeable: Gueſt,..bur-where it was no 
profiting. Gueſt , let the Gaſpcldowhar it ſhould 
to. us 2d. we will -not grudge, ifncoct{ady ;arid in our 
powerxtagiye:Gold.to.catand Babi todrink, Ivis 
a \ign of great iruirfuliieſs; but wifdom| and diſcre- 
tion muſf-he uted in zhis;; for. ſuchbounrzyzand libe- 
rality myſt he;beſtawed where there arecthe oreateſt 
necellitigs,: | pean na eimeof:dififels:andneceſſi- 
ty, becaulc; orsRligns are many andmgent etc \the 
Goſpel will- proye -þutthentome' it (routdbei:the 
deſice of all; that the Golpeland rhe Minifters 
thercof might be withqut burthen,, :though it is-2 
thing rathet to be. with then hoped for; All Mini- 
ers; ſhould Gglegyepe. toinakrientithour b-boc 
ACN, , 11 7 D oft LT VLTVILCE Yeh JE 


-- Second Cauon;] am. tiot ſayitig theſe things that 


itſhould be done 10 tome :as the. Apoſtle ſaith, 


Ge-we akout.to take you bycraft > hbpeboay fay:thar 
we have rgzounc'd ſuak eng fi \one- 
ſt, not, uſing the glorious Gotpet;of Chriſb4tb- {6 
inglorious.ayd bate at end. ; he is unworthy of the 
name of a Miniſter that makes the Goſpel a Lacky 
tor his E907 AMinifters have thetrreward in hea 
yenz and if God-1o otder.thematrerthar they can 
make the; Gotpcl wimonrcharge-and burther, ir is 
che, grearcr honour that he doth then 3 4nd rhey! 
may cxpe&a.great reward.” Let thews fail of thett | 
end, and miſcarry in their thaſts hearts meattate 


L at ſath a thingy and Jet:the'Curſe fBlves hinſe come 
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-omrihe raragayones, Priefte, to crouch for 
pegs Babe and a'morſe b4 4, firſt of Samnel 
ſecond chap. lafk ver; What therefore I [ay,' I fpeat'tt 
for your Edification 1; aud Las it the more freely becauſe 
my own Conſcience 48 clear, that I have no fimfter end 
3n it. But then coreturn xo the qnbeter ''(thar- the 
do igood) but tharis.nor'enough p but that! they 'be 
zichth good works; not ſparing and niggardly , but 
rich ;' not ſo. only, but ready to diſtribute, free -and 
liberal to any honeſt motion, without wringing and 
awreſting through importunity ; and not ſo only, but 
willing ro:communicate 4 yea, willing ſo'to com- 
municatey. as! if aH-rhey: had! were common ,' and 
they bit Carriers of the-common Purſe : But what 
is. the matter? why doth Sr;-Paul thus preſs > doth 
he {peak for:himſelf> nay; but'for-the' laying :of a 
good foundatiov-againftthG:/timie' to' come; But if 


t, Pauls Divinity will not down with you, what 


think you of Chrtſts rwo Patables to this purpoſe, - 


that meit would be perfwaded to imploy ſome of 
the worlds goods to attain heavenly riches? Firſt”, 
obſerye the Parable of the laſt Judgmient, Mat. 25 
Six {pectal things worthy-of your obſervation.” «' * 

Firſt, the order how: this Parable” comes in, it 
doth ' immediately follow. upon a - Parable of Ta- 
lems ; for.no Looner was the ſentence piift. - Caſt the 
wrprofitable fervant unto-utter darkeſt, & c.' But 'he 
21s this, the Talent of means and worldly riches 
to be imploy'd ;; and he that hides this Talent of 


worldly riches tn a Napkin, he muſt have his por- , 


ton you know where. But 


Secondly, To, provoke to this duty hetells us , 
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that ſpacial mention.ſhall be made of this at the day 
of: Judgment z;.not for faſting, or ptayer, or for 
hearing, but that this ſhall be rewarded ;; this ſhall 
' have a ſpecial. honour in the Procels of the laſt ſo- 
 lemn [udgment. 
\Thurdly, obſerve that geod deeds are made to be 
one. tono leſs then Ebrilt; not to this poor 
wretch, or the other, or that nuſerable Caitiff, or 
the third poor lager, but ro Chriſt. And that 
ou may. know Ne is {erious and in good carneſt,you 


ave his Verily for it, Verily, verily, fc. A form of 

ech-never uſed but when he is in-very good car- 
neſt; Chriltſaith w.40.Yerily,vertly I fay wnto you,in 4s 
much, as ye have done tt unto one of the Leaſt of theſe wy 
Brethren, ye have done it unto me. Take heed of your 
{aying. you; know nor. Chriſt now, leaſt he rel] you 
he knows-not you another day ; take heed of Neſcia 


for. a Neſcta... 

Fourthly obſerve the property ofatrne charita- 
ble man z ba is not good to one buttroall , 7 was 
bungry and- ye fed me, fitk andinpriſon, and ye viſited 
me, cis good. to one, and good to all. 

. Fifchly,:the property of erue charity is to be do- 
ing good ia this life-time ; that can hardly be true 
charity ,,if-.a man be niggardly while he is alive , 
though he leavea great Jeu] at his death, becauſe he 
gives lt when he cannot keep it.YVhen {aw we thee 
an-hungry,, or fick, or.in priſon, and:did not Mini- 
ſter unto rhee ? you never ſaw me, but you ſaw my 
Members, -Itis good for a Chriſtian to be his own 
Executor as to matrer of charity, and. then he can 
ſce whar naked he hath cloathegB" 8c, Bur thegy, . 
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Sixthly and laſtly, obſerve the ſuteableneſſe | 4hd 
muuralne(s of receiving! the:Inheritante; as having 
done good-with' their inherirance here'apon | carth z 
Inherit the Kingdom prep ared for you; for 1 was an hun- 
gry ant ye garve me meat, As if he (hould ſay, you fed 
me, &c. Therefore inherit the Kingdomgron gave to mes 
therefore I'will give to you 5 you gave me your!" and-l 
wal give you mine; there is {ureablenels in te. Again 
rake the Parable of the unjuſt Steward, propounded 
by our Saviour in'the-16. of Luke, For 79/ other 'end 
but to perſwade them that have a good pirtionof tarthly 
things, to uſ*'it'for the compaſſing of heaves. The wt- 
Juſt Steward wen he was to be tutn'd our of all;by 
kindnefles done to his Maſters Debtors [provides 
how he ſhould be received into their honkes when 
all faild ; ſo fays our Saviour, ' Make to your ſelves 
friends of the unrighteaw Mammion, that when ye fail, 
they may recerve you into everlaſting hobitatzons ; what 
they > why your goods, and the lands, they will te 
means to reccive you. vl 
2. How come your goods and your lands tobe a 
mcans to receive:you?'Azſ.Becauſe it whs for their 
{ake that itſhould be ſaid, ſyherit the Kingdom pre- 
pared for Jon, for I was an hungry,@c. Obſerve the {c- 
veral to _ circumſtances he uſes rg inforce to 
this duty. Firitofall; an extennaring cf! rhe* things 
c-ne by them. Secondly, an agprayating the faile. 
Firſt, by extenuating the things to be given , they 
are bur the-leaſt ; And he that is farthſul th that which 
& leafi, is faithful alſo in much : And then-Secondly, 
ch3r we part with/all;ir is bur the ſhadow agit were; 
and.che other.is:the riches; If you have not Len farth>e. 
tow bs 
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ful inthe unrighteou Mammon, who ſhall commit to 3 
the true riches 2 That which we give is anothers, bur 
heaven is our own. Thele things are anothers, they 
are Gods ; nay riches, They take themſelves wings and 
they fly away, and other men have ſometimes the power 
over them ; But heavenly riches they are our own. 
But then 

Secondly , , he aggravates the fault, 1f we do not 

make friends of the unrighteous Mammon z Firſt , by 
calling it unfaichfulneſs ; He that is not faithful in the 

. Ieaſis 1s not faithful th the greateſt, Secondly, by call- 
ing it Injuſtice , He that i vnjuf in the leaſt, will be 
unjuſt in the greateſt, Thirdly, he calls it plainly Im- 
pictyz He that doth prefer his riches before Godyhe doth 
caft off God,and ſerve Mammon. To all this, add this, 
one circumſtance, that the ſpirit of God to terrific; 
all worldlings , doth by a tpecial gird and brfin 
note-the covetous Phariſees for deriding himz {7he 
Phariſees alſo zho were covetows, heard all thefethites, 
and they derided him, Luke 16.14, And fo mych S r: 
ſcrve.to be {poken by way of uſe, of the ſikth 1d 
laſt priviledge of the Children of God. I tho d 
now make a general uſe of the whole Dodringz 
you know the Doarine what it 1s , That Believ&sS 
or right Chriſtians arethe Children of God ; BY 
this I-ſhall do (God permitting) in the Afternoogr 
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